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THE THIRTIETH ANNUAL YOUNG AUTHORS CONFERENCE

Writing: True Lies and Real Fiction
March 13, 2017  |  Westchester Community College

Dear Young Author,

Congratulations on being selected by your school as an outstanding young 
author to participate in the Young Authors Conference in our 30th anniversary 
year.  This year’s Young Authors Conference, Writing: True Lies and Real Fiction, 
has been designed to honor and encourage you as a writer.

At this conference you will have the unique opportunity to work with 
professional writers, editors, and educators from diverse fields who will share 
their experience and skills with you.  Each presenter is here to help you improve 
your writing by giving you insight into the ways professional writers work. The 
presenters will also facilitate writing workshop activities to encourage you 
to write, create, share, and discuss your writing with committed high school 
writers from Westchester, Putnam, and Rockland counties. 

We hope you enjoy the conference and the opportunity to meet outstanding 
young writers from other high schools.  But even more, we hope you will 
continue to commit yourself to the art and craft of writing to explore thinking, 
explain feelings and beliefs, and to tell your stories in whatever ways you 
choose, including through true lies and real fiction. The world needs to hear 
from you!

Sincerely,

Cathy Greenwood & Fred Ende
C O N F E R E N C E  C O O R D I N AT O R S

FOR REGISTRATION INFORMATION, PLEASE GO TO: 
http://www.pnwboces.org/curriculum/Young_Authors_Welcome.htm



7:50 AM – 8:20 AM  Registration and Refreshments
    

8:20 AM – 8:35 AM  Welcome 
    Auditorium – Academic Arts Building
    Westchester Community College, Valhalla, NY
    
    Fred Ende  PNW BOCES
    Cathy Greenwood PNW BOCES
    Jessica Seessel Westchester Community College

8:45 AM – 10:00 AM  Workshop Session I
    Various Classrooms – Academic Arts Building

10:10 AM – 11:25 AM Workshop Session II
    Various Classrooms – Academic Arts Building

11:40 AM – 12:55 PM  Workshop Session III
    Various Classrooms – Academic Arts Building

1:05 PM – 1:50 PM  Catered Lunch
    Cafeteria – Student Center

Special thanks to…

Westchester Community College, Valhalla, New York
for hosting the Young Authors Conference

Writing: True Lies and Real Fiction
A G E N D A



1.     I’d like to have an Argument – Christopher Cooper

2.     Novel Ways to Write Your Own Novel – Vin Dacquino

3.     The Revolution Within: Finding Power By Listening to the Characters You Create – Patricia Dunn

4.     Playwriting Possibilities: Writing Scripts for Live Theatre – Gabrielle Fox

5.     Your Individual Writing Perspectives: Celebrate True Lies and Real Fiction – Chris Hansen–Nelson

6.     Give Your Characters the Power to Speak for Themselves! – Scott Johnson

7.     Beginnings – Nalini Jones

8.     E–book Entrepreneurs: Self–publishing for Students – Jackie Levine

9.     Invented Realities: Lying Through Your Poetic Teeth – Chandler Lewis

10.   The Vignette: The Art of Brevity or How to Leave Your Audience Wanting More – Janet Matthews

11.   Masks and Personas – Jeff McDaniel 

12.   Telling It As It Is. What’s Changed in Young Adult Literature, What’s Next & How Your Writing Can Be a Part of It! 
          – Sangeeta Mehta

13.   Slam! Spoken Word Workshop – Tony Monchinski

14.   Finding Poems in the Cookie Jar & Other Unlikely Places – Ralph Nazareth

15.   The Boo–Hoo Workshop – How to Make Your Readers Cry – Kim Purcell

16.   Secrets & Lies –  Diane Sarna

17.   How to squeeze 400,000,000 seconds of life into 650 words (or how to write a college essay) – Wendy Siegelman

18.   Find Your Authentic Voice – Rachel M. Simon

19.   Spectacular Stories, Sensational Sounds, and Iconic Images: Powerful Indy Film–making Techniques – Amy Stern

20.   Think like a Screenwriter – Darrel Swann

21.   Taming the Wild Mind – Alicia Zadrozny

Workshops & Presenters



I’d like to have an Argument
Presenter: Christopher Cooper

Monty Python’s Flying Circus defined it best: “An argument is a connected series of statements 
in order to establish a definite proposition . . . it’s not just contradiction.” There’s more to an 
argument than disagreeing—this workshop will focus on how to logically compose an argument. 
We’ll take a look at how to establish a claim, support it, and add your own unique voice to the 
argumentative writing piece. Throughout the course of the workshop, we’ll go through the 
process of responding to an issue and creating a (somewhat) foolproof argument.

Christopher Cooper has been a high school English teacher for 15 years, and he has spent the past 
9 years with Valhalla High School. At Valhalla, he works with his College Writing & Research classes 
to perfect the art of argumentation. He is the moderator of Vox Magazine, Valhalla High School’s 
award-winning student-run literary & arts periodical; you can find some of his own original 
writing in the short story anthology, Longer Than the Road that Stretches Out Ahead, published by 
The Last Automat Press.

Workshop 1



Novel Ways to Write Your Own Novel 
Presenter: Vin Dacquino
 
Are you ready to think outside of the box? How 
can you compete with the saturated novel market 
and still adhere to all the things that make a good 
book great? How does a writer package stories 
about everyday real life and still create signature 
pieces? Bring in your novel ideas and let’s see if 
we can help make them a little less ordinary.

Vin Dacquino is the author of the recently 
released novels, Emails to a Paranormal: The 
Diary Poems of Damien Darrk and Mary Loved 
Daisies: The Diary Poems of Jim E. Lhyte. His 
newest novel, Starlight Lake: Flowers by the 
Roadside, will be released in Spring 2017.

Workshop 2



The Revolution Within: Finding Power by 
Listening to the Characters You Create
Presenter: Patricia Dunn

Reading and writing are transformative experiences. In this 
workshop, you will use both to learn history and to see the 
world – and yourself – in new and exciting ways. During this 
session, we will view video and written evidence to learn 
about revolutionary historical events involving young adults 
in key roles. Discussions and prompts will lead to writing 
about an injustice you have experienced or observed. Then 
you will create a character and write a scene in which this 
character takes action against that injustice. You will see that 
characters can succeed in effecting change … or not; what is 
important is that they act. 

Patricia Dunn is the author of Rebels By Accident 
(Sourcebooks Fire). Her work has appeared in 
Salon.com, The Christian Science Monitor, the 
Village Voice, The Nation, LA Weekly, and others. 
With an MFA in creative writing from Sarah 
Lawrence College, where she also teaches and is 
the Director of the Writing Institute, this Bronx-
raised rebel and former resident of Cairo, Egypt, 

settled in Connecticut, with her husband, 
teenage son, and toddler dog. Visit Patricia 

at www.patriciadunnauthor.com and on 
Twitter at @shewrites. 

Workshop 3



Playwriting Possibilities: Writing Scripts for Live Theatre
Presenter: Gabrielle Fox

Writing for theatre is completely different from writing for the screen. Theater is live and needs to get right 
into the action in the moment. You’ll learn how to jump into writing a play by making characters jump off the 
page and onto the stage. We will start with one-page plays to demonstrate structure and answer the critical 
question: Who wants what and what gets in the way? You’ll work together and read your work out loud, learn 
to take risks, and enjoy the possibilities! Let’s get “write” to the action!

Gabrielle Fox is an award-winning playwright who has had her plays produced throughout New York City and 
in Westchester and Putnam Counties. Theatres include the American Theatre of Actors, Baruch Performing Arts 
Center, The Gene Frankel Theatre, and the Axial Theatre in Pleasantville. Her most recent play “The Home” won 
awards for outstanding playwriting and overall production in the 2014 Planet Connections Theatre Festivity 
where she also won an activist award for her fundraising efforts for the Alzheimer’s Association. She teaches 
for the Howard Meyer Acting program in Pleasantville and founded a Facebook live Theatre Company. Find 
out more here: Facebook.com/TheatreRevolution and here: www.gabriellefoxwrites.com.  
 

Workshop 4



Your Individual Writing Perspectives: 
Celebrate True Lies & Real Fiction
Presenter: Chris Hansen-Nelson

Every journey a writer initiates embarks from an individual starting point, a unique 
time and emotional place. While the particulars of this ultimate destination await 
discovery, one common, conscious or unconscious, ambition arises – the need, the 
desire, the commitment, to expand the comprehension and appreciation of this 
strange, sad, humorous experience of being a living, sentient creature. During the 
start of this session we will spend time celebrating the individual perspective, and 
next we’ll look at how every writer developing a writing practice faces obstructions 
– lack of support, ridicule, self-doubt, self-judgment. This workshop will look to 
share those difficulties and the band-aids and armor we find to overcome them.  
The majority of our time will be spent writing and sharing work, while considering 
some of the themes touched on above. The key to maximizing your experience in 
this workshop will be the extent to which you are able to exercise a willingness to 
try new things and to honestly, if privately, begin to develop an objective, accepting 
understanding of your current level of work.  

Chris Hansen-Nelson came to poetry after long careers 
as a professional actor and director. Chris earned his 

MFA in poetry from Sarah Lawrence College in 2006. 
While there, he worked primarily with Stephen Dobyns 

and D. Nurkse.  He was also a member of the student 
organizing committee of the Sarah Lawrence Poetry 

Festival in 2005 and 2006 - the largest free poetry 
festival on the East Coast. Chris has published in 

journals, anthologies and newspapers and has 
won awards for his writing including the Herbert 

J. Rubin Prize from the Gallatin Review. His work 
last appeared in the journal Storyscape. Most 

recently, he worked with Jean Valentine.

Workshop 5



Give Your Characters the Power 
to Speak for Themselves!
Presenter: Scott Johnson

Get beyond clichéd and contrived plots 
by letting your characters loose! This 
workshop, tailored for fiction writers 
and dramatists, will focus on ways to 
perceive the conflicts that rest in every 
literary character. Scott Johnson will 
guide you through exercises designed to 
help you build interesting and involving 
plots through these conflicts.

Scott Johnson taught Creative Writing 
and AP Literature for many years at 
Pleasantville High School. He is the 
author of three young adult novels: Safe 
at Second, Overnight Sensation, and One 
of the Boys.

Workshop 6



Beginnings
Presenter: Nalini Jones

Think of your favorite books. Every single one of them began 
with a writer sitting down and risking a sentence or two. 
Eventually those experiments of a few first words became 
an invitation into a whole world—but what makes those 
beginnings so extraordinary? How can you write extraordinary 
beginnings of your own? We’ll look at a few unusual beginnings 
in fiction and nonfiction and consider the ways they beguile, 
intrigue, and most importantly, pose questions. Then we’ll 
experiment with beginnings of our own.

Nalini Jones is the author of a story collection, What You Call 
Winter, and a contributor to various anthologies, including 
Freud’s Blind Spot and AIDS Sutra. Her work has appeared 
in Ploughshares, One Story and Ninth Letter, among other 
publications. She served as a Visiting Writer at Yale University 
(2014-15); and taught graduate fiction workshops and seminars 
at Columbia University (2015-16). A recipient of a Pushcart 
Prize, NEA fellowship, and O. Henry Prize, she is currently at 
work on a novel.

Workshop 7



E-book Entrepreneurs: Self-publishing for Students
Presenter: Jackie Levine

Thanks to technology, authorship is at our fingertips, and today’s writers are able to share their work 
with others on multiple platforms and in various forms. Innovative writers have discovered they do 
not need permission from a major publishing house to call themselves authors and deliver their 

work to the world. By using the free tools available, students can publish their work, whether it 
be the first novel of a trilogy or a collection of poems or essays. In this session, we will identify 
the steps to publishing from start to finish, explore available self-publishing platforms, and 

understand the role social media and marketing play throughout the process. Join this 
session and discover the power of self-publishing!

Before Jackie Levine received her Bachelor of Arts in Theater Arts at the 
University of Miami and a Masters in Science of Teaching at Fordham 
University, she was a Young Author’s Conference alumna. The experience 

of being published in the YAC’s annual anthology was one of the most 
motivating experiences in her high school career, and she promised 
to continue to pursue publication for her work. In between 

teaching and grading, Jackie accomplished her publishing goal 
in 2013 by taking a play written for an after-school drama 
club and turning it into the first self-published novel of a 

three-part series. Today, Jackie serves as the Hudson 
River Teacher Center Director for PNW BOCES, and 
she continues to write and publish her work. 

Workshop 8



Invented Realities: Lying Through Your Poetic Teeth
Presenter: Chandler Lewis

Writing doesn’t come from inside of us. Let’s debunk that myth right away. If you’ve been “trying to find your 
voice” as a poet, these 75 minutes will hopefully destroy that notion and replace it with another: Poetry is a 
celebration of voices not our own, voices that can occupy our tongue for a few moments before they occupy the 
ear of the listener, soon to be replaced by other voices. The art in artistry comes from artifice, or the tricking of 
the eye into seeing a reality – a well-wrought lie – that exists only because the artist (chef, poet, what-have-you) 
has convinced you. Has lied to you. But has also handed you a new reality. During our session we will practice 
crafting poems that lie about specific circumstances, but do so in the service of greater truths. You’ll experiment 
with several forms, subjects, and methods, concoct a poem, and read it aloud. You will walk out of this seminar 
with practices that allow experimentation 
not with some “true” inner voice, but with 
the myriad voices from which a poet can 
describe an invented reality.
 
Chandler Lewis is an English teacher at 
John Jay High School in Cross River. He’s 
the author of Illuminated Aluminum, and 
his poems have appeared in Altered Scale, 
onedit, Shampoo, Radioactive Moat, Prick 
of the Spindle, and Beard of Bees.

Workshop 9



The Vignette: The Art of Brevity, or How 
to Leave Your Audience Wanting More
Presenter: Janet Matthews

If you want to learn how to create brief bites with 
a big punch or break the traditional structure of 
writing, then the art of the vignette is the perfect 
platform for experimentation. Vignette is a word 
that originally meant “something written on a vine 
leaf.” This image makes us think: small, special, 
mysterious, and perhaps not for everyone to see. 
Like Beethoven’s unfinished symphony, a vignette 
is defined as something that is incomplete, an 
impressionistic scene.  In fact, these verbal sketches 
only have one rule: create an atmosphere (rather 
than a story) that leaves your audience wanting 
to know so much more. This workshop is all about 
crafting fire and power in fragments of meaning and 
mystique.  You will also find out how directors and 
writers use these snapshots as “reusable” moments 
that can sneak their way into any genre.  Be 
prepared to go on an archeological dig to unearth 
memory, and, yes, you will learn how to craft an 
evocative moment in ten steps that will leave your 
readers crying, “Give me more!”

Janet Matthews is a Curriculum Leader at Westlake 
High School and a veteran presenter at national 
and local workshops on writing and digital media. 
Her passion is teaching Honors English and Creative 
Writing and helping students get published.  
Recently, she was named a Fellow by the New York 
State English Council and a Secondary Teacher 
of Excellence by the National Council of English 
Teachers. This year, she was named a Teach Fellow 
for the Bilateral US-Arab Chamber and visited 
classrooms in Bahrain, Qatar, and the United Arab 
Emirates. Her travels and global interactions with 
students are a source of inspirations for her poetry, 
travel journals, blogs, and professional articles.

Workshop 10



Masks and Personas
Presenter: Jeff McDaniel 

We will read and discuss several persona poems, looking at voice, diction, imagery, and setting. Then we will 
do a writing exercise where you will be guided through a persona poem of your own. You may be surprised at 
how intimate one can be when writing in the voice of a character!

Jeffrey McDaniel is the author of five books of poetry, most recently Chapel of Inadvertent Joy (University of 
Pittsburgh Press). His work has been featured in Best American Poetry 1994 and 2010. He has been teaching 
creative writing at Sarah Lawrence College since 2001. 

Workshop 11



Telling It As It Is: What’s Changed in Young Adult Literature, 
What’s Next & How Your Writing Can Be a Part of It!
Presenter: Sangeeta Mehta
 
A decade ago, the young adult (YA) Twilight series rocked the publishing world. Next came The Hunger Games and 
Divergent. Then novels like The Fault in Our Stars, I’ll Give You the Sun, and All the Bright Places surged in popularity. 
Does this mean that realistic, heartrending novels have replaced vampires and dystopian societies in the YA 
landscape? Or, given the success of adult books like Gone Girl and Girl on the Train, are we entering a new era of 
storytelling—one based on lies and deceit? How will the YA market respond—or has it already? In the first part 
of this workshop, we will talk about what’s making headlines in YA literature today. We’ll then switch gears and 
discuss the steps involved in turning a concept into a publishable manuscript. During our free writing exercise, 
you will brainstorm ideas for a book, short story, or work of fan faction and share them with your peers. You will 
also learn the basics of writing a query letter, which is a pitch that aspiring authors use to approach publishers. 
S.E. Hinton, Christopher Paolini, and Kody Keplinger were all teenagers when they were first published. Although 
it isn’t easy to get a book deal, it doesn’t hurt to try, and it’s never too early to start writing!

Sangeeta Mehta has been an acquiring editor at both Little, Brown Books for Young Readers (the children’s 
division of Hachette Book Group) and Simon Pulse (the teen paperback division of Simon & Schuster). At Little, 
Brown, she worked with debut and bestselling authors. At Simon Pulse, she acquired and edited commercial 
fiction and non-fiction and ran two paperback series. She currently consults on book projects for corporate and 
independent book publishers, boutique literary agencies, and individual writers. Ms. Mehta earned her MA in 
comparative literature from UCLA and loves to help young writers hone their craft and learn more about the 
book-publishing field. Her website is www.mehtabookeditingnewyork.com. 

Workshop 12



Slam! Spoken Word Workshop
Presenter: Tony Monchinski
 
Do you like to write poetry? Do you like to get up and perform your 
poetry in front of others? Is a little friendly competition just your thing? 
If you answered “YES!” to any (or all) of these questions, then this is the 
workshop for you. Join us as we watch clips of spoken word poets 
performing their work, craft our own pieces, and then perform them 
for our group. (Not everyone in the workshop will have to perform 
their poetry aloud to the entire group, so if this aspect of the 
workshop makes you uncomfortable, do not let is dissuade you 
from attending—sign up for an entertaining, finger-snapping 
good time!) 
 
Tony Monchinski, Ph.D., is a Special Education teacher at Fox 
Lane High School in Bedford. He’s the author of 20 books, 
including Education in Hope: Critical Pedagogies and the 
Ethic of Care, and the action-horror series, Eden.

Workshop 13



Finding Poems in the Cookie Jar & Other Unlikely Places
Presenter: Ralph Nazareth

Poetry is special and something that has the power (to paraphrase Emily Dickinson) to blow your top off. But 
it is also as ordinary as Cheerios or the knickknacks in your backpack or driftwood or soda cans or car keys, or 
something else entirely! In our workshop we’ll assume poems lie all around us. Hidden in plain sight, as it were! 
Our fun task will be to spot them, name them, and release them into the world. And perhaps we’ll discover 
ourselves in the process. Are we ready to be surprised? Join us and find out!

Ralph Nazareth is a poet, teacher and publisher. His writing has appeared in books and journals here and abroad. 
His book of poems, Ferrying Secrets, was published by Yugadi Publishers in Hyderabad, India in 2005, and a 
selection of poems, Cristal: Poemas Selectos was released by El Quirofano Ediciones in Ecuador in 2015. After 
nearly four decades of teaching English at SUNY Stony Brook & Purchase, UT Austin, & Nassau Community College, 
he lists his years doing poetry with ten-year olds in Stamford schools in the 80s as among his most memorable. 
He is the Managing Editor of Yuganta Press in Stamford. Since his retirement in 2015 he has been directing 
a nonprofit charitable foundation GraceWorks, Inc., (www.graceworksinternational.org) which undertakes 
developmental projects in India, Africa and other parts of the world. 

Workshop 14



The Boo-Hoo Workshop - How to 
Make Your Readers Cry
Presenter: Kim Purcell

If you’re like me, you enjoy nothing better 
than a book that makes you sob. Even 
unexpectedly. In the very worst places. 
Like on an airplane. Or at the hair salon. Or 
walking through IKEA, listening to an audio 
book. How do some authors make us cry 
even in the most unlikely places? How do 
these books have this power? And how can 
you have this power as a writer when you are 
creating your own stories? In this workshop, 
we’ll explore a few ways that writers guide 
readers toward the sob and we’ll practice 
writing our own sob-worthy stories. In doing 
so, we’ll have plenty of laughter - trying to 
make people cry is actually quite a lot of fun. 

Kim Purcell is a young adult novelist and 
creative writing teacher. She wrote the 
acclaimed young adult novel, Trafficked, 
published by Penguin in 2012, a work of 
fiction based on interviews with trafficking 
survivors. Her next novel for teens, This is Not 
a Love Letter, published by Disney-Hyperion, 
will be coming out in winter 2017, and is also 
based on a true story. It’s about a small town 
girl whose African-American boyfriend has 
gone missing two weeks before graduation 
and who she believes has been the victim 
of a hate crime. She has been told that 
both stories are tear-jerkers. When she’s 
not writing, Kim Purcell teaches writing 
workshops in NYC and around the country. 
She loves hot tea, a good story that can 
make her laugh or cry, and random dance 
parties with her two daughters, husband, 
dog and three cats.  

Workshop 15



Secrets & Lies
Presenter: Diane Sarna

Secrets and Lies, the popular ABC crime drama, knows 
the recipe for a successful show - secrets and lies!  It’s 
a far cry from the grade school chant of “Liar, liar, 
pants on fire” or the pre-teen party game of Truth or 
Dare.  Yet, all good writers can find inspiration inside 
their own hidden baggage…Yup, secrets and lies 
are inside.  Young authors of all genres who wish 
to learn a few techniques to make writing more 
honest and believable may be surprised at the 
sources they uncover in this workshop.  All of you 
are welcome to attend, if you DARE!

Diane Sarna teaches English at Fox Lane High 
School in Bedford, New York.  A 30-foot-long 
dragon kite floats above her students’ heads 
as a daily reminder that there is always space 
for creative writing in her classes. When 
she is not planning Fox Lane High School’s 
annual writing retreat weekend or open 
mic, she may be found building homes in 
Nicaragua, hiking with her dog Gibson, 
or singing off-key to her favorite country 
tune.  Most of her writing focuses on 
family and her 30+ years of teaching.

Workshop 16



How to squeeze 400,000,000 seconds of life into 650 words 
(or how to write a college essay)
Presenter: Wendy Siegelman
 
Condensing an entire life into one page is like writing the caption for your high school yearbook photo or fitting 
a review of War and Peace in a tweet. What do you highlight? Where do you start? This workshop will cover 
some college essay basics, like what it is, why it matters, and some helpful dos & don’ts. You’ll look at examples 
of essays that worked and discuss how they hook your attention. You’ll write and stir up the creative juices and 
come up with a few good ideas (maybe even some great ones) for your essay topic. You’ll tell your inner critic 
to take a break while you write some crazy opening sentences. You can share what you wrote and bounce ideas 
around the room. Writing a college essay may be hard, but it can be fun. The essay has a word limit, but your 
imagination doesn’t. 
 
Wendy Siegelman is Chief Operating Office of iCouldBe.org a non-profit that provides online mentoring to at-
risk youth, where she developed a curriculum to help high school students prepare for college and career plans. 
Wendy developed news web sites at Dow Jones, was Director of Marketing at the American Stock Exchange, and 
co-owner and Executive Publisher of Art Asia Pacific Magazine. She graduated from Vassar College with a B.A. in 
Studio Art and is the mom of a college sophomore.

Workshop 17



Find Your Authentic Voice
Presenter: Rachel M. Simon

Writers of every age are forever struggling to find their 
own authentic voices. We take risks when we write 
and again when we share our work with any audience. 
Think of how you are moved when you read a poem 
or a novel written by someone who obviously 
struggled with the subject matter and took care in 
exactingly crafting the work. In this workshop we 
will explore ways of voicing our authentic selves 
in a way that doesn’t sound like anybody else. By 
trusting in our vulnerability and inhabiting the 
parts of ourselves that are different from everyone 
else we will generate a few short pieces of writing 
that work to get at something genuine. We will 
work in every genre, limited only by the short 
amount of time we have together. 

Rachel M. Simon is the author of two poetry 
collections, Theory of Orange and Marginal 
Road. She is the Assistant Director of 
Multicultural Affairs & Diversity Programs 
and LGBTQQ Coordinator at Pace University 
in Pleasantville. She also teaches courses 
on writing film, and gender studies at Pace 
University, Poets House, Sarah Lawrence 
College, and Bedford Hills Maximum 
Security Prison’s College Program 

Workshop 18



Spectacular Stories, Sensational Sounds, and Iconic Images: 
Powerful Indy Film-making Techniques
Presenter: Amy Stern

Remember the first film that ever made your hair stand up on the back of your neck? Film has the unique power 
to move its viewers through spectacular stories that are brought to life using images and sound; this is the magic 
of film. In this workshop, you will examine different image-depicting techniques that create viewer connection 
and empathy through different types of shots and camera movement. Additionally, sound will be examined as 
a means to enhance tone and mood, and punctuate a story. As always, a great film begins with a good story. In 
this session, you will be provided with the tools to develop scripts, sound treatments, and shot lists to begin the 
journey of creating your own short films.

Amy Stern teaches English and Humanities at the Rippowam Cisqua School in Bedford, New York. Before her 
renaissance over a decade ago as an English and Humanities teacher, Ms. Stern was a Managing Partner at 
a top ten global advertising agency and a graduate of Cornell University where she earned a B.A. in English 
literature. Ms. Stern then followed her desire to become an English teacher by earning her M.S. Ed at Bank Street 
Graduate College. A seasoned teacher who is fueled by her passion for teaching writing to young authors, Ms. 
Stern is known for her vitality and creativity during lessons as she is always experimenting with new activities 
and strategies that keep her students on their toes. A published author of curriculum, articles, and short stories, 
Ms. Stern enjoys all genres and phases of the writing and film-making process from start to finish. A passionate 
appreciator of film, Ms. Stern continues to experiment with different film genres in her classroom through her 
recent work with the Jacob Burns Film Center in Pleasantville, New York.

Workshop 19



Think Like a Screenwriter
Presenter: Darrel Swann

This hands-on workshop will introduce young writers to the art of 
screenwriting. Through a range of activities, including exploration 
of the screenplay format, viewing film clips, and writing exercises, 
students will practice some of the key components of successful 
screenwriting: detail, dialogue, story, and character. 

Darrel Swann is a member of the Jacob Burns Film Center’s (JBFC) 
Education Faculty. He teaches Experiments in Media, Projects in 
Media, Screenwriting, and MyTube for students ages eight and 
up at the JBFC’s Media Arts Lab. Darrel is an avid and experienced 
screenwriter. The JBFC is a nonprofit cultural arts center dedicated 
to presenting the best of independent, documentary, and world 
cinema, promoting 21st century literacy, and making film a 
vibrant part of the community.

Workshop 20



Taming the Wild Mind 
Presenter: Alicia Zadrozny 
 
As much as writing can be an exhilarating experience, it can also be a frustrating or painstaking 
one. What do we as writers do when the words won’t seem to flow or the chatter of our minds 
seems to get too loud? Well, we write through it! With several writing and reading exercises, we 
will challenge the notion of writer’s block. We will look for ways to summon our creative spirits 
while silencing our inner critics. Even the most prolific writers should expect to tap into new 
aspects of creativity. This workshop invites writers of all forms. All participants should expect to 
leave with a fresh perspective.
 
Alicia Zadrozny has worked in local journalism, educational publishing, and children’s book 
publishing. She was the editor for Current Health Kids and the writing editor for READ, both 
publications of Weekly Reader publishing.  She holds a Master of Fine Arts in Writing degree from 
Manhattanville College in Purchase, N.Y. Now as a freelance writer she is constantly on the hunt 
for good stories.

Workshop 21
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